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At City University, we use modern language to explore - and share -
our ancient cultures
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At City University, we use modern
1anguage to explore - and share -
our ancient cultures

Dr. Margaret Chu
(Visiting Assistant Professor)
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In Hong Kong, everything progresses in leaps and
bounds. With our food culture, social awareness,
political diversity, environmentalism, religious
tolerance, racial openness, and multiculturalism, we
rival the most advanced cities in the world.

After decades of living overseas, | returned to
Hong Kong to find it very much changed. Young
people are more confident, and more comfortable
as members of the global youth community, be it
through fashion, outlook on life, aspirations and
hopes, or a new disposition towards older folks.

On campus at City University,| heard a conversation
between non-native speakers spoken entirely in
English: “Is there any space for me to squeeze
in?” asked a woman with a pile of books in her
arms.

“Sure,” a young man responded, already
stepping out of the lift to make room for her. “There
is definitely space for you.”

“Thank you so much. You are really kind.”
“No problem. You are welcome.”

Anticipating the difficulty the professor would have
in opening the doors with books in her arms, the
young man was there for her again.

“Oh, wow, thank you. You are so considerate.”
“What do you teach? English?”

“Actually, I'm in the Department of Chinese and
History (CAH).”

“Chinese Department?”

”

“Yes.
“You teach in Chinese, right?”

“No, | teach in English. We have three streams,
Chinese, Cultural Heritage and History. The latter
two use English as the medium.”

“You use English to teach Chinese culture? That's
very difficult.”

)2 pN = N

“Some of us are trained overseas but my
colleagues are multilingual. We are a diverse
department.”

Indeed we are. At the departmental orientation,
| was pleasantly surprised that Cantonese,
Putonghua and English were used naturally and
interchangeably. This must have been eye-opening
for incoming students as well. It was really great. It
represents Hong Kong.
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Imagine studying classical Chinese texts and
historical documents, Buddhist canons and neo-
Confucian philosophy in English. You could fluently
discuss Chinese history, literature and philosophy
in an international language!

Those subjects form what we call intangible culture.
At CityU, you can study the intangible cultures of
China, Japan, Korea and the West in English. This
is a cutting-edge discipline, and coincides with
the United Nations’ concern over preserving the
heritage of nations and peoples of the world.

At City University, it is our belief that intellectual
knowledge enhances our moral virtue, just as
knowledge of our own civilisation reinforces our
interest in other civilisations. Above all, we believe
that creativity begins with learning.

(Young Post, South China Morning Post, 29 November 2016

http://yp.scmp.com/news/special-reports/article/105022/city-
university-we-use-modern-language-explore-and-share-our)
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“International Conference on Cultural Diversity,

Exhibition, and Exchange from a Global
Perspective” (2016.03.29)

“International Conference on Cultural Diversity,
Exhibition, and Exchange from a Global
Perspective” was co-organized by Department
of Chinese and History, City University of Hong
Kong and Integrated Human Sciences Program for
Cultural Diversity, The University of Tokyo. It held on
29 March 2016 at R6143, 6/F, Amenities Building,
City University of Hong Kong. The conference had
two sessions, there are three speakers delivered
their speeches in the first session. The second
session is “Students’ Joint Forum,” totally 7
students participated in this session .
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“Go Exchange! Go Dutch!”

Chow Wing Tung Cultural Heritage Management

What is your impression towards the Netherlands? You may think of windmills, tulips, etc. If you like watching
sport matches, perhaps you may recognize the national color of the Netherlands: orange. Indeed, the
Netherlands is a country of orange color. In King's day, which is one of their major festival, everyone will
dress up in orange and have party on the street.

Let's go back to our theme: exchange. | have spent the last semester in the Erasmus University Rotterdam
for the overseas exchange programme. It is located in Rotterdam in the southern part of the Netherlands,
well known as the largest port in Europe. The exchange is a fruitful one and | have got a lot of fascinating
experience and interesting stories.

First of all, one of the important component in exchange is studying. The host college adopted a very
different learning method called Problem Based Learning (PBL) System. It has seven steps but surely |
won't introduce all of them here. Simply speaking, the tutors of each groups will give the student a topic at
the end of the class. The student has to search and study the related material in the library by themselves.
Then, they will have a presentation and discussion on class. It is not just a short presentation but a 3-hours
long discussion in each lesson. It also means that the tutors won't teach, but only evaluate the student's
performance and contribution in the discussion.

Of course they will elaborate some difficult or

controversial part in the reading, but the whole

learning process is a self-constructed one.

It is difficult for me at the beginning. Fortunately,
with the help of my tutor and classmate, | gradually
adapted to this learning method and found it really
inspiring. There is a quote in the handbook of PBL
that | really like: "(the student is) not receiving but
rather actively constructing knowledge". Hong
Kong's learning system is always being complained
as spoon-feed. | believe PBL is a great inspiration
for me to reflected on the learning and teaching

system we used to have.
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The other part | would like to talk about
is daily life and culture difference. The
Netherlands are also called the country of
bicycle. According to the statics, there are
16 million citizens in the Netherlands but
there are 19 million bicycles in the country.
In other words, each Netherlander will have
one to two bicycles in average. Just like
Hong Kong is packed with people, you can
easily find that the Netherlands are packed

with bicycles all over the street, and even
the school campus. For me, | didn't know
how to bike before | went to the Netherlands. It takes me a lot of time and effort to learn biking in the first few
months. It is definitely an interesting experience for me since it is so difficult to bike in Hong Kong with all the
crowd traffic. It is also great to immerse in different culture and different living style.

Meeting friends is also an important part in the exchange programme. Except friends of local Dutch, | also
have classmates from other countries, such as Finland, Germany, U.S., and even Turkey. Of course | meet
other exchange students from Hong Kong, and students from other Asian country such as Japan, Singapore,
and Korea as well. Studying and meeting with them broaden my horizon in the way that | know more about
different cultures, and more significantly, the ideology and ways of thinking of different people around the
world.

Just like other exchange students, travelling is one of the most
exciting part in the exchange. | have spent most of my holiday
on travelling. Place visited included most of the tourist cities in
the Netherlands, and also other countries in Europe. Travelling
is one of the way to experience and engage with different
culture within a short time. It is also one of the way to learn
how to be independent and secure yourself in an unfamiliar
environment. (For example, you will learn how to keep an eye
on your wallet in order to avoid it being stolen when you are
travelling in Italy!) After all, travelling is still an enjoyable thing
to do when you want to take a rest from the heavy academic
workload.

Lastly, please let me end this short essay with my favorite
quote: "Life begins at the end of your comfort zone." Overseas
exchange could be challenging to a student who is not out-

going nor sociable, since you will have to adapt to a new
environment in a short time and handle all the problem by
yourself. However, when you start to do something you never try, you will gain a lot more than just sticking in
your own comfort zone. So, why not give a try? | have finished sharing my story and now it's your turn!
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“Internship Sharing: Working in Hanart Gallery”

Wong Ching Cultural Heritage Management

This summer, | completed an internship at Hanart TZ Gallery. During my internship, | was responsible for
the arrangement of the gallery archive. Sorting and cataloging the book collection were my daily routine.
| also helped gallery to prepare Liu Da Hong solo exhibi-tion in June, a Chinese contemporary artist who
specialised in political art. It was a very exciting experience that | could meet the artist in person. And I'm
really thankful that my colleague was generous to teach me art handling techniques.

There were many unexpected lessons of being a participant in the internship programme. | didn't dare to
reach for great opportunities in the past. Before | decided to enrol for this position, | had mixed feelings. On
one hand, | thought such internship offer was almost impeccable and | would be benefited by this credible
working experience in the near future, but on the other hand, | was battling with my unconfident side, whether
I'm a suitable candidate or not. After the internship, | realised that I'm better than | thought. I'm capable of
handling the assigned tasks and working independently. Therefore, some-times we just need to have a little
faith in ourselves. By faith our potentials could be fully exerted.

For all final year students, they are asking themselves "after graduation, what should I look for?" For students
who study in arts and humanities, it's frustrating to hear how society comments on so-called the jobless
subjects. | certainly got the sense that it is about thinking of the return on investment. But I'm in here to
defend (at least for myself) that all students are limitless in talent. We are not confined in the definitions of the
subject, however, we are trained to think critically, logically with the experiences of mastering the subject, and
ultimately we create meanings out of the subjects at our best. Then there comes boundless careers that are
either related or unrelated to our studies.

For a practical question: How to prepare for the future career? You have got to find what you love. This is one
of my tasks for my days in school.

Cheers.
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2015-2016 Semester A CLASS Dean List:
AU-YEUNG Wut

CHAN Cheuk Ying

CHEUNG Wing Tung

FUNG Lok Ting

LAI Yuen Yau

LAM Wing Sze

LEUNG Chun Man

LEUNG Man Chi

LEUNG Wing Mei 2015-2016 Semester

LIN Haihao B CLASS Dean List:
LO King Chi CHAN Kwan Ho
TAM Man Yee HAO Zixun

TSAN Lok Yan KONG Weiwei
WONG Chun Kit SO Hung Chak
WONG Ka Lok TAM Hoi Man

XIE Lisi TAM Man Yee

XING Xiaoxuan WONG Chun Kit
YAU Nga Lam WONG Ka Lok

YIM Pak Yiu YUEN Po Yi
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STUDENTS’ AWARD

City University of Hong Kong

Ma Ngai Ka

g Tsz Ning, Lucia
- Chan Wing Yi

Wu YuTong
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International Conference on Cultural Diversity, Exhibition,
and Exchange from a Global Perspective (held on 29
March 2016)

The Department of Chinese and History and the University of Tokyo's IHS Program will co-
organise the 2nd Joint Student Forum on Cultural Diversity, Exhibition, and Exchange from a
Global Perspective. The forum will take place at City University of Hong Kong on 21 February
2017. We are now inviting current undergraduate and postgraduate students of CAH to
submit papers on the topics of literature, history and cultural studies for consideration for
presentation at the forum. All submitted papers will be reviewed by the Forum Committee.
The language of the forum is English, so papers should be written and delivered in English.

Date: 21 February 2017 (Tuesday)
Venue: R6143, 6/F, Amenities Building, City University of Hong Kong
Language: English

Co-organised by: Department of Chinese and History, City University of Hong Kong

.

1 R

& The 2nd
L3 Joint Student Forum
(1 ] Dhive

e T i

[y ST ————

Form o b Py =
e o

freemy s pepri e ey ———

o e e e e e infu
2 e Af ] oo et e i
™ e e & e et

Integrated Human Sciences Program for Cultural Diversity, The University of Tokyo

Deadline for full paper submission: 20 January 2017, 5:00pm (email to ciha@cityu.edu.hk)

Email notification of paper acceptance: by 3 February 2017

Related link: International Conference on Cultural Diversity, Exhibition, and Exchange from a Global Perspective

(held on 29 March 2016) http://cah.cityu.edu.hk/event/cultural_diversity/
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