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Sharing for Study Tour in Malaysia

Looking back on the past month in Malaysia, it
seems like a yesterday, those days are gone and
| am left with the best memories | have ever had
in my life---

Nowadays, most HongKongers are travelling
more than ever. But why? It cannot be denied
that Hong Kong is known as one of the most
intense cities in the world. Travelling is the best
way to reduce pressure and stepping outside of
your comfort zone begins new adventures. As
much as | love travelling, when | read an email in
relation to the Malaysia tour which was sent by
our department one day, | instantly submitted the
online application without hesitation. | was hoping
| would be able to stop over by different cities in
Malaysia during the tour, for instance, Penang,
Ipoh, Kampar, Kuala Lumpur, & Malacca. |
definitely believed that this was an irresistible
chance to take part in this tour.

Having the opportunity to join one of the study
tours offered by my university was a big step
forward for me to gain better understanding
on the cultural and historical background of
Malaysia.

Ko Man Wai Christine (Cultural Heritage Stream)
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Dinner with Tweety (CltyU) myself, Karhuey & Anjay
(Both from UTAR)

In terms of local study experience, | participated
in the field trips and guest lectures hosted by
UTAR’ s professors. During the field trips, we were
able to visit a local mosque which was guided by a
Chinese Malaysian believer. He demonstrated the
acts of worship of Ramadan step by step and also
explained the concept of God clearly. Most of the
CityU classmates loved to ask him some questions
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Gathering with UTAR’s students

related to Muslims, like cultural, historical, society,
law and jurisprudence aspects. Here, | furthered
my knowledge about the development of Islam
as well as the key differences with other religions.
Generally, all races are hospitable in Malaysia.

Apart from studying, | made friends with many
talented young people. Some local students brought
us to Ipoh for an excursion and to the night market
for food hunting, it was pretty AWESOME! | was
able to get this chance to boost up my language
level. | used to be nervous when communicating
in Mandarin with others. My Mandarin is honestly
so terrible! With support and encouragement from
my new Malaysian friends, | became much more
positive to improve my command of Mandarin. The
positive mind set encouraged me in taking up a
new challenge.

As an evaluation of this tour, | am so thankful to
be born and raised in Hong Kong. In comparison,
our study environment between Hong Kong and
Malaysia are very different. In CityU, they provide
well facilitated equipment and high technology
IT facilities in order to create quality study life for
our students. Canteens, student residences, IT
Rooms, lecture halls with clear signs to guide you
to the right direction. It is very convenient! At the
universities in Malaysia, their campuses are not as
well advanced as Hong Kong. | can say that Hong
Kong students are currently living in a fortunate
place. We can achieve whatever we desire easily
from our parents or schools. After reappraisal, this
trip opened my eyes and changed my perception of
Malaysia.

To conclude, although | sometimes felt exhausted
during visits, especially on the first few days of the
tour. Probably | wasn’ t used to the hot and dry
climates, it took me sometime to get used to it.
But | feel | have gained more fruitful historical and
cultural knowledge, whilst analyzing the difference

BRIETERIRE

between Malaysia and Hong Kong, relevant to my
studies. Thus, | have learnt that attending lesson
at university, is not just for learning, but the best
way to explore the world.

Like our tutor - Calvin said, STAY BOLD, STAY
WILD & STAY HUNGRY! We only live once. | was
very delighted to meet everyone of you during this
trip, whether CityU classmates, UTAR students
and professors or local Malaysians.

The tour is actually over and I’ m genuinely going
to miss it. “Don't cry because it is over; smile
because it is happened” - Dr. Seuss

We FINALLY graduated after 20 days summer school program. Hey
look! See how excited we were...!!!

Once again, | would like to express my sincere
gratitude to the Chinese and History Department,
all professors and tutors from both CityU and UTAR
and the whole team in making this trip a successful
and remarkable one. You guys are absolutely
incredible and amazing! Malaysia, a place | always
miss!
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Beyond Life-changing:
My Exchange Experience in
Clarkson University, NY, USA

Angel Vong Yuen Ling (CHIS Chinese Stream)

Two roads diverged in a wood, and I—
| took the one less travelled by,
And that has made all the difference.
—Robert Frost, The Road Not Taken

Clalkson I

University
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I might have dropped many jaws when | announced to my friends that | was going to study abroad for a
semester in the US — not because it was on the other side of the globe, but because | was a final year
student who would have to defer my graduation for this 5-month adventure. Frankly speaking, | did think
about the extra time and money to pay before | decided to take the offer. Nevertheless, if you ask me whether

this voyage was worth the dollars and the time, | would say ‘yes’

If | had to characterize the environment of Clarkson
University, | would say it is the complete opposite of CityU
— several feet of snow from January through March, 26° C
below freezing point for weeks — it was nothing like winter
in Hong Kong. It was the first time in my life to look out the
window and see snow falling from the sky, so, if anything, it
was a touch of romance. While CityU is adjacent to a hustle-
and-bustle mall, Clarkson University is situated in a small,
quiet town of Potsdam, where you can spot a little bagel
bakery, or a quaint café. The Raquette River flows alongside
the campus, where you can see groups of young college
students canoeing on the peaceful river on a warm spring
day. The trail along the river is my favourite Sunday morning
jogging path. The campus buildings are very spread out —
striding across patches of grass definitely adds to the feel
of studying abroad. Walking through the campus, you will
easily find yourself in the woods, surrounded by towering
trees. During the winter, you can even ski your way between
sorority and fraternity houses — | am not kidding, because
| learned how to cross-country ski on the campus, thanks
to the kind mentorship from Bridgette, a student member of
Outing Club.

in a heartbeat.
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Every morning, | would brew myself a nice, warm
mug of coffee, and hold it between my palms to
warm myself up. As | look out from the kitchen
window, the woods from afar in the mist of snow
had me gasp in amazement of nature’ s beauty
and tranquillity. | can feel this indescribable energy
that makes me want to achieve a bit more every
day. | decided to challenge myself in every aspect
of my life. The first one, academically.

| took classes that are completely unrelated to
my major for two reasons. First, | wouldn’ t, also
couldn’ t, transfer the credits anyway. Second,
since | was studying in the States, | figured |
should learn more about their history and society.
Therefore, | chose classes that | have genuine
interest in, such as the U.S. Constitutional Law,
Gender Studies in American History, Social

Inequality, and Global History. Not only do these
classes require a lot of reading, some of them

also challenged my background knowledge. Luckily, thanks to the caring and kind professors, my learning
progress was well-taken care of. Apart from these excellent educators, | did a lot on my behalf — | can’ t tell
you how many hours | have put in reading all those thick, wordy books while | googled the terms or concepts
that | didn’ t understand. Raising my hand during class helped a lot, too. It is a known fact that the American
education environment encourages students to voice out in class, yet, | cringed on the first few days.
Nevertheless, | overcame my fear and raised my hand for the first time. It has become easier ever since —
as easy as other local students do. Though it took a lot of courage, actively engaging in discussions and
debates in class absolutely improves my understanding of the subject matter and memory. By the end of the
semester, | had proven to myself that hard work does pay off. In addition to my efforts, the professors there
were one of the reasons why | am happy with my results. They are my teachers, as well as my friends.

Studying abroad not only gives you a different classroom setting, but also allows you to step out of your
comfort zone, socially. Language, culture, skin colour are not barriers at all. What matters the most is taking
the initiative by saying “Hi” with a friendly smile. During my time in Clarkson, there were plenty of chances
to make new friends. For example, | watched ice hockey games with my friends since it is a big sport in
Northern New York. | joined a weekend ski trip with Ski Club where a lot of new friends were kind enough to
teach me how to ski. | walked on a runway in a fashion show where | made a lot of friends who love fashion
as much as | do. Apart from these fun activities, even daily life errands can be fun when you do it with foreign
new friends. Every week, | would carpool with my roommates, Amoge and Emma, to Walmart for groceries.
It was always full of fun even though we were just shopping in a supermarket. Sometimes | would invite the
boys from upstairs for a potluck dinner, where we could all share food, as well as laughter.
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Keeping an open mind is the utmost priority when
| was abroad. Among all the new people | have
met, every one of them has their own unique
story, background, and mindset. All these stories
are foreign and exciting to me, because they are
just so different. The beauty of cultural shock is
that it is never a single-sided effect. It does not
affect just me, but also the person | am interacting
with. Through understanding and acknowledging
the differences, | gained a more holistic and
comprehensive perspective on this world we are

living in.

Albert Einstein once said, “The more | learn, the

more | realize how much | don’ t know.” Being
an exchange student, | not only gained a myriad of
enlightenment, but | am also motivated to explore
and learn relentlessly. As a student in CityU, the
world is my oyster. | can take the advantage of this
identity to be curious, intuitive and audacious. Life-
changing is an understatement of my exchange
experience. It is beyond rewarding because | now
possess things that nobody can ever take away
from me — my encounters abroad, my knowledge,
my broadened horizon and my international outlook.
It also reminded me to be grateful for who | am. |
am proud to be a CityU student, and a born-and-
raised Hong Konger.

The most valuable thing of university education is

the freedom of choosing who you want to be and
what you want to experience. There are plenty of
chances to fully indulge this entitled freedom during
this university life — if you have not yet done so, |
urge you to seize the chance.
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