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Acknowledgment from CLASS Dean, Professor WALKER Richard M.

Good afternoon, everyone.

Award-winning students, judges, representatives of the supporting organizations, VP Professor Chan,
colleagues of the Department of Chinse and History, ladies and gentlemen, welcome you all and thank

everyone for attending this amazing event today.

On behalf of the College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences, I would like to express my sincere thanks
to Tin Ka Ping Foundation and Mr. Zhang Dapeng for their tremendous supports to the Department of
Chinese and History for hosting the “City Literary Awards 2020”

It is no coincidence that the missions of the Awards match well with the educational philosophy of
our College. As we all know, literature embodies human values and emotions. Faculties of our College apply
their humanities and social sciences training on examining human-values and form an essential aspect of
education and research that solves the challenges facing the global community. Departments in our College
offer undergraduate and postgraduate education programmes in Asian and international studies, Chinese
and history, Cr;iminology and sociology, English, linguistics and translation, media and communication,
public policy and politics, psychology and social work. Every year we extend the values of humanities and

social sciences through admitting a new cohort of students, both local and international.

From the host department I hear a number of facts and figures about the Awards. Between 2019

and“.2_0?:.(;),§ nine public lectures and workshops were held. By the deadline, a total of 636 literary works was

@ mRERERRA CAH Newslstter 8



I also learned that the awards are assessed by six panels made up of 18 independent and professional
judges who are authors, critics, reviewers, and teachers. All entries are judged on their own merits through
a rigorous, three-stage process before the ranking of 54 winners of 6 categories are finalized. Amidst
the pandemic and busy work schedules, the judges read hundreds of works in less than two months. I
understand that six judges will spare their valuable time to comment on the awarded works today. These
comments certainly mean a lot to the awardees. I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the judges

for their hard work throughout the process.

I would also like to thank all the supporting organizations, namely, Hong Kong Literary, Student
Literature, Fleurs des Lettres, for providing advice and assistance in planning the event. Working with

external organizations certainly helps our departments reach out more to the community.

I know that in addition to trophies and prize money, the first three winners of each category will be
invited to join a fully subsidized literary field trip to Tokyo. We wish the pandemic will end and international
travel will return to normal soon. I believe that the travel experience will be the source of insights for your

next piece of writing.
Once again, my sincere thanks to all of you for your contributions to make this event successful.

Thank you.
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Term Cantonese romanisation English lation English explanation
A measure implemented in the Sui Dynasty to get more accurate
information about its population. Emperor Wen ordered local

o % i daai6 sok3 maaub jyuté  face-to-face population census governments to conduct a face-to-face check of its subjects, to
prevent the commoners from reporting fake information for
avoiding tax-paying.

FoA R daai6 jin3 wongd dai3 Emperor of the Yan Dynasty

HoH daaié hingl Daxing

bt zungl syul saang2 the Palace Secretariat

MEL noi6 hungd internal conflict |
B BT T et The 5ix Ministries were important central government agencies

FoBE ~ B+ |uk6 bou6: lei6, wub, lais, . i in imperial China. In the Tan nasty, they were under the
A X 5 Revenue, Rites, War, Justice, P 1 ELY v. =y 2
14« It - ffi| » * bingl, jingd, gungl Department of State Affairs and were in charge of carrying out |

Wy orders of various policy aspects.
An honorific title of some Chinese emperors in the Tang
b o] b tinl hak1 hond Heavenly Khan Dynasty. It was used in diplomatic settings with the nomadic

peoples in the western regions, such as the Turks and the
,  HREs ERIZNSE N SEEEREN) 0 S5 R SERE Gy . O

des Cantonese romanisations and English translations of terms. Some of the
hose related to historical events and systems in Chinese history, come with
ns, shown here in the rightmost column in the table.
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Rethinking the Datafication of Culture
in the Chinese World: -

An Online Workshopon | .
the Digital Humanities B
T A\ SC B2k
NG E T AR

2311
R0

b

‘ f? '| 8 2021 L
BAS ISR © 6 Zoom
Aiﬁtlﬂsiﬁ ‘?30 15_3_30
the Datafication of Culture in the Chinese World:
ine Workshop on the Digital Humanities

By Dr. TSUI Lik Hang (CAH), CHIU Shuk Ying (CAH), LEUNG Kin Yi (CAH),

MA Ho Yam (POL)

Woeray 1 WO s sty of o

The digital humanities have undergone rapid development and created new opportunities and possibilities
for the academic fields in China and the world in recent decades. Living in an information age, digital innovations
are shaping every aspect of lives in terms of society, economy, culture, and methodologies for studying the
humanities. The latest research of digital humanities does not only focus on data accumulation, but instead place
more efforts on rethinking and revisioning various topics in the Chinese humanities. To facilitate discussions on
the current development of digital humanities and to stimulate more further reflections, our department organised
“Rethinking the Datafication of Culture in the Chinese World: An Online Workshop on the Digital Humanities”
on 18 June 2021. The workshop consisted of 7 presentations and 1 workshop session. A group of international
researchers was invited to share their research outcomes and insights. The full-day workshop was attended by 220

people from locally and afar.

“ To commence the workshop, our Head of the Department Professor
-i ki -- CHING May Bo gave a welcoming speech to the participants. Dr. TSUI

yu chieh lin

Zekun Yang

Jing Chen

¥i Xiang

Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the workshop was held in an online format on Zoom.

Lik Hang, Assistant Professor of the Department of Chinese and History

Li Qin Low Zhongwed GUO
and the convenor of the workshop, introduced the current development
W = of digital humanities in the Chinese world and noted the significance
ki 4 Y 5 LH virent lum
: * AN T2 of Digital Society in the strategic research themes of the University
m ﬂ e g* ’ﬂ; thereafter, including research and training on the digital humanities.
Al
A " e e
!'; {_‘ e o i Following the opening address, Dr. Jing CHEN, who is an Assistant
o b I¥ Professor of the Department of Chinese Culture at Hong Kong Polytechnic

University, delivered the talk “Social Network Analysis, Literary
Communities, and Women's Literature: Poetry Exchange Networks
Among 18th-Century Women Poets in China.” Her presentation mentioned the background and methodology
of datafication of premodern Chinese literature, illustrated by three cases of women’s literary communities in
the Qing dynasty during the period of 1700s to 1800s, with the application of social network analysis. Each case
demonstrated a different level of those communities, ranging from family community, regional and trans-regional
community, and social and public female communities across space. As suggested by Dr. CHEN, the application of
datafication brings a more comprehensive understanding of Chinese literature by juxtaposing close reading with

distant reading, and also by combining quantitative and qualitative analysis.

In the second presentation, the speaker Professor Simon MAHONY, a regular visitor to many Chinese

academic events, is now the Executive Director of the Research Centre for Digital Publishing and Digital

R R EEEB R RN CAH Newsletter 8



Humanities, and Professor at Beijing Normal University in Zhuhai. His presentation entitled “Reflections on Close
Encounters with Digital Humanities East and West” showed various examples of international digital humanities
events held in China, and compared the differences and similarities between the East and West approaches in terms
of methodologies and research interests for studying digital humanities. He also presented the challenges for doing

research on Chinese humanities data, and the trend of digital humanities community building in China.

For the third session, the guest speaker HE Jie is an associate professor in the School of

Architecture at Tianjin University and the director of Spatial Humanities and Place Computation i ,E‘E
Laboratory. The topic of his sharing was “Chang’an of Tang Dynasty in Literary Cartography 35 _ * s ||
B[ H 19 1 e 227, which revolved around five projects taking place since 2017 on various aspects of ‘nt
Chang’an. HE Jie sought to reflect the construction of data-driven research on historical cities based i B ;
on his research outcomes. He also discussed the interactions between historical contexts and literary

narratives. The digital humanities are renewing the traditional understanding of Chinese contexts

and will spur many interesting discussions concerning Chinese urban history, both historical and

imaginary.

The last talk of the morning section was presented by CHYU Shih-wen, an Assistant Professor

The Longest Day in Chang'an R4 1R,

in the Department of Chinese as a Second Language at National Taiwan Normal University. The topic  published in 2017, was used as a case study by

was entitled “Reflecting on the Conventions of Biographies in the Shije based on Keywords 1% i # g

S5 8 (s f2fE#EH”. Dr. CHYU shared her recent observations and new perspectives on the  from online website)

study of the Shiji 523 (Records of the Grand Historian), a monumental historical work of ancient
China. The presentation centred on the dispersion of keywords in the Shiji. In her attempt to study
digital humanities for Chinese text, she introduced some useful tools such as CORPRO, which is an
open tool useful for visualising the distribution and patterns of keywords. Illustrations and charts
are generated to showcase the usefulness of this and other digital tools. In a closing remark of her
sharing, Dr. Chyu pointed out that there is often more than one perspective to analyse a text and

choosing the right tools is highly critical in that process.

The second half of the workshop commenced with the topic “MCBD: A Biographical Database

for Modern Chinese History”, co-presented by Professor Christian Henriot, a professor of Modern

HE Jie to illustrate how the writer portrays the
Chang’an city in the Tang Dynasty. (Photo taken

Chinese History at Aix-Marseille University and Dr. Cécile Armand, a postdoctoral researcher at the  The relations between the characters and sites in

same institute. Professor Henriot started with Modern China Biographical Database (MCBD) , a tool

The Longest Day in Chang'an, with as shown in
a visualisation presented by HE Jie. (Screenshot

for historical research on modern China, which is tailored to the academic ecosystem in the recent taken from the workshop)

decade. He went on to explain that the MCBD sought to collect biographical data on any individual

active in modern China, regardless of their nationality, through systematic data mining in historical sources, such
as biographical dictionaries, directories, newspapers and periodicals, as well as in the scholarly literature. In the
rest of the presentation, Dr. Henriot displayed the interface of MCBD and performed actual searches for particular

entities, revealing the impressive depth and scope of the sophisticated online system.

Moving to the topic of “Fostering Digital Humanities Research in Hong KongLiterature: Data-Mining The
Chinese Student Weekly,” Dr. Wendy H. Y. WONG, a research data librarian of Chinese University of Hong Kong
Library, described numerous fascinating digital scholarship tools in conducting data-mining, including different
models in presenting author frequencies (in the periodical The Chinese Student Weekly W[#2 4 {#}), data

&
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FEFISEFFTH

® 2

39



40

Professor Christian Henriot (upper right-hand
corner) and Dr. Cécile Armand demonstrated
the applications of MCBD. With a simple and
user-friendly interface, the MCBD is capable
for carrying out complex analyses. (Screenshot
taken from the workshop)

exploration pilot, and the Hong Kong Biographical Database - Writer Profiles. Her presentation clearly showed how
the technologies facilitate the digital humanities research on Hong Kong literature, as well as how such initiatives
embody the FAIR data principles that aim at making data reusable: findability, accessibility, interoperability, and
reusability. At the end of her sharing, she expressed the hopes that more researchers could join the field of digital
humanities to prompt new insights and research directions, and also to extend the research scope from Hong Kong

literature to the history and sociology of Hong Kong.

Coming up next was Dr. Eric H. C. Chow’s sharing entitled “Engaging Scholars, Students, and the Public
with Digital Humanities using Mobile Applications”. Dr. Eric Chow works as the manager of the Apps Resource
Centre at Hong Kong Baptist University. Dr. Chow began his sharing by displaying multiple educational mobile
apps he had developed through the years. He went on demonstrating one of the educational apps called “i# & &
i 290", which included 524 entries about Chinese calligraphy on buildings in Hong Kong. He then revealed
that the completion of this app has got him started on the topic of DH. He further explained the importance of
understanding the end-users of DH projects. He elaborated that the apps should cater to the needs of their target
users, which can be categorised into groups of students, public, and scholars. He then illustrated these points
with another app called KuLa and a website about Kuzushiji Learning in Japan as an example, followed by a live
demonstration. Dr. Chow also mentioned the 2021 Chinese Classic Text OCR Challenge at the Chinese University
of Hong Kong Library and stressed the importance of developing and teaching basic coding skills when it comes
to engaging students who want to be more involved in digital humanities work, including those who come from

non-humanities majors.

Last but not least, a workshop session “Collecting Historical ‘Big’ Data from Chinese Local Gazetteers” was
given by Dr. Shih-Pei CHEN, a senior research scholar at Max Planck Institute for the History of Science, as the
concluding section of the workshop. LoGaRT is a suite of digital research tools that allows researchers to carry
out historical investigations with digitised local gazetteers (difangzhi i Ji ). The philosophy of LoGaRT aims to
promote the use of all the digital gazetteers as a genre and as a conceptual database. It enhances the efficiency of data
collection and assists scholars to tackle challenges in data interpretation. To provide better understanding of the
LoGaRT application , Dr. CHEN displayed the user interfaces and provided a detailed usage demonstration. Lastly,
she reflected on how LoGaRT benefits from “big” data collection and statistical analysis. She significantly pointed
out that digital tools still could not fully replace the role of humans in digital humanities research, especially in the

work of historical data interpretation.

i ol I S T
Dr. Shih-Pei CHEN (upper right-hand corner) illustrated the functionality of the digital
tool CHMap. It provides large-scale, geo-referenced land survey maps of China produced
in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Researchers can integrate image

collections from other sources to do exploratory and comparative analysis. (Screenshot
taken from the workshop) . >
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