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How has Digital Humanities developed from the study of classical literature in both

China and the West? —Challenges for cooperation, collaboration, and engagement

On 21St November 2023, the Digital Society
research cluster of CityU’s College of Liberal Arts
and Social Sciences (CLASS) and the Department
of Chinese and History co-organized a seminar
titled “How has Digital Humanities developed
from the study of classical literature in both
China and the West?: Challenges for cooperation,
collaboration, and engagement.” The featured
speaker was Professor Simon Mahony, Professor of
Beijing Normal University at Zhuhai and Emeritus
Professor of University College London. Professor
TSUI Lik Hang, the convenor of the Digital Society
research cluster from the Department of Chinese
and History, chaired the seminar. This seminar
garnered significant attention with an attendance
of over a hundred participants and showcased the
growing influence of digital humanities.

During the seminar, Professor
Mahony delved into how digital
humanities  developed  from
studying classical literature. He
also discussed the challenges
for cooperation in this field. At
the beginning of the seminar,
Professor Mahony introduced his
academic background in classical
studies. His background set the
stage for an engaging exploration of
the intersection between digital methods
and the study of the humanities. To illustrate the
practical application of digital methods, Professor
Mahony offered a concise example of how digital
tools and techniques can enhance the accessibility,
preservation, and analysis of historical texts.

He provided an example of the digitization of a
manuscript. He demonstrated to the audience how
a simple RTV image, enhanced with false colors
to accentuate features, can be used to examine
palimpsests and reveal underlying text layers. This
example showcases how digital methods, such as
the adding of false color to images, can effectively

bring out the intricate details of manuscripts that

might otherwise go unnoticed.

Expanding on the topic,
Professor Mahony delved into
a review of some of the current
impactful initiatives in  the
field of digital humanities. He
presented several innovative
projects in the digital humanities
field, including the Archimedes
Palimpsest, the Great Parchment

Book, and other initiatives focused

Prof. Simon Mahony on ancient manuscripts. These projects

demonstrate the cutting-edge research
and methodologies that are revolutionizing the
way scholars engage with classical literature and
medieval studies.

Throughout the seminar, Professor Mahony
also showcased various digital humanities initiatives
in China. One notable example he discussed was the
digitization and analysis of The Dream of the Red
Chamber, a project renowned for its exploration of
the authorship and writing history of this literary
masterpiece. Additionally, noteworthy mentions
included the Chinese Biographical Database
(CBDB) and the digitization projects focused on
the Dunhuang Mogao Grottoes. He also introduced
the recent Lotus Sutra project at the British Library,
which aims to preserve and digitize these documents,
enabling efficient browsing and retrieval. He
highlighted the unique challenges posed by the
Chinese language in contrast to alphabetic systems
in the process of digitization. These differences
significantly impact the approach and execution of
Chinese digital humanities projects.

Professor Mahony’s remarks underscore
the facilitative role of digital humanities in
interdisciplinary research. Reflecting on his
training, he emphasized, “In Classics, we were
trained to look at literary texts, art, artefacts, and
evidence from a range of different sources, not just
the literary text. The other thing is combining skills

By WEN Yue (Research Assistant)

through interdisciplinary and collaborative work. No
single person has all the necessary skills. So, within
Classics and Medieval Studies, we have a foundation
for working together.” Digital humanities, with
their methods and tools, enable scholars to access,
analyze, and interact with a diverse range of data
sources, transcending traditional disciplinary
boundaries and fostering fruitful collaboration. But
he drew attention to issues such as the lack of open
access when articles are digitized and the language
barriers faced during the publication process.

Following Professor Simon Mahony’s talk,
the Q&A session delved into the specific challenges
within Chinese studies of digital humanities,
including the development of digital editions and
text encoding standards, as well as the broader issue
of recognition and representation of innovative
scholarly work in metrics-driven institutions. One
of the questions raised pertained to the practical
challenges faced by junior scholars in seeking
recognition for their work. Professor Mahony,
drawing from his own background and expertise,
shared insights and perspectives on how these
scholars can effectively represent the value, quality,
and innovativeness of their research to overcome
the hurdles they often encounter in such institutional
settings.
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Performing Art in the City: Inheritance and Innovation

2024 Cultural Festival by History and Cultural Heritage Stream students

“Performing Art in the City: Inheritance and
Innovation” perpetuates former cultural festival’s
vision by exploring diverse elements of varied
cultures worldwide. This year we emphasize
innovative performances transmuted from Chinese
traditional art with exhibitions, workshops and art
demonstration lecture by the wonderful guests.
The mission of the packed activities is to elevate
the legacy of intangible art and bring modern
interpretations to the attention of fellow students
and the general public.

The festival took place at the Blue Zone of
the University Concourse, 4/F, Yeung Kin Man
Academic Building and lasted for two consecutive
weeks (26 March — 6 April 2024). There were active
participants and numerous visitors who joined the
exclusive events, which were enriched with Chinese
music, art performance and relevant history. As a
member of the festival organizing teams, it has
been an invaluable learning experience for me to
go beyond textbooks and tests inside the classroom,

from the perspective of humanities learner. The
three-month long preparation was an unforgettable
journey for us to mimic authentic workplace project
planning and techniques. This precious opportunity
is totally beneficial and full of blessings for students
like us to re-examine our future career path as a
cultural professional.

Opening Ceremony

It was our utmost honor to invite Prof. CHING
May Bo (Head of the Department of Chinese and
History), Prof. CHAN Hok Yin (Associate Head of

the Department of Chinese and History) and fellow
teachers from the CAH

department to attend
the opening ceremony
of the cultural festival.
Their support was the
greatest motivation for
our students to work

By Leung Kai Fung (HCH Stream)

the best, as the events represent our efforts and
capabilities under their selfless teaching.

We have to extend our most sincere gratitude
to Prof. Ching for delivering the opening speech.
She reminded us of the importance of the interplay
between innovations and traditions, and provided
valuable feedback for the festival exhibition and
students” work. We would also like to show our
appreciation to all the guest performers who made
this festival a success, including The Gong Strikes
One, TroVessional, Ms. LEUNG Fei Tung and
Windpipe Chinese Music Ensemble. In addition,
special thanks to Cultural Exchange Oasis (CXO),
City University of Hong Kong for making the
Jiangsu Performing Arts Group Kunqu Troupe’s
national lecture possible during the event period.
It was our highlight for having National Class One
Performers as guests.

'The Gong Strikes One

The Gong Strikes One specializes in Chinese
traditional theatre music and explores different
performance settings of the genre. Mr. Kong
CHAN and Miss. King-chi LEE had demonstrated
the amazing technique of transforming the text
in wooden-fish books to the sound of Naamyam

rhythm. Audiences were trapped by their charisma
and the diversity of Naamyam. It was an enlightening
experience to understand Naamyam from new faces.

TroVessional

TroVessional
is a local band that
emphasizes “trolling”
with music and life,
which means their

expression through music is bold and all about
fusion. They have been dedicated to promoting
and nurturing the tradition of varied Cantonese
music by carrying out innovative and experimental
projects to bring new possibilities and impact
towards the public’s imagination of Chinese music.
Their performance showcased Chinese instruments
harmonizing in modern repertoire with funky and
unexpected ways.



Ms. LEUNG Fei Tung

Ms. LEUNG Fei Tung is an alumna of the
City University of Hong Kong, her performance
possessed great meaning to our fellow students. Ms.

Leung is a young talented Cantonese opera actress
who has followed a lot of

great masters in order to

improve her vocal and stage

movements continuously.

Instead of performing the

whole Cantonese opera

catalogue, she shared the

moves and signatures of different

feeling interpretation without fancy makeup. She

had expressed her passion and personal experiences

to the audience. Her presence on the stage was a

shining star that told us passion should be the key to

the career we choose. Furthermore, elderly viewers

were amazed by her dedication to Cantonese

opera and could not resist her charms to ask more
questions even after her exclusive event.

Windpipe Chinese Music

Ensemble

Founded in 2003, the Windpipe Chinese Music
Ensemble has promoted Chinese music in the local
cultural scene for years. Their past performances
had been crossing oceans and seas. This time they
had chosen to debut their latest show at the festival.
Through the legendary movie Wong Fei Hung’s
music repertoire, they showcased an interactive
and fresh musical together with their orchestra.
Combining martial arts and Chinese instrumentals,

they brought the whole Blue Zone into a realistic
movie scene, eliciting bursts of laughter and
applause from the audience.

Jiangsu Performing Arts Group

Kunqu Troupe

Kunqu(E HH) is one of
the Chinese treasures and
it was our pleasure to have
the Jiangsu Performing Arts
Group Kunqu Troupe as our
guests to give an authentic
live demonstration. Their
preforming presence was no
doubt on the next level and when they started singing
with the antique voices, you would understand their
national class one reputation is certified. They also
emphasized the generational inheritance of Kungu
and refused to compromise with conservative

performances. We thanked the Cultural Exchange
Oasis (CXO) again for bringing national stars to this
year’s cultural festival.

Exhibition & Workshops

There are a total of
three themes throughout our
exhibition and workshops
prepared by our students,
including Cantonese music,
Naamyam and Chinese
opera. Each topic had four

pillars of presented information, explaining their
importance to the evolution of Chinese music art with
the common background of Eastern instruments.
We had also introduced the special connection
between Chinese opera and Hong Kong with the
background of Ko Shing Theater. The performance
guests’ introductions were also highlighted to
acknowledge the visitors of the preview of our guest
art demonstration lecture.

Hands-on workshops were corresponding to
the content on the information boards. The workshop
sections were popular among all age groups and they
were designed to increase the participants’ interest
in the unique sounds of Chinese performances.

We also showed a

special DIY workshop

of Chinese puppets for the

shadow puppetry, one of the

branches from Chinese folk opera performance.
All the workshops had their own unigque souvenirs.
Each one dedicated to the component of Chinese
music or culture, like wooden fan, instrument
bookmark and theatre ticket keychain. With the
ongoing exhibition, participants had given us
positive reviews regarding the learning experiences
with chilling games.

Epilogue

Under the leadership of the students of
CAH4536 (Advanced Management for Cultural
Professionals) and assistance from the cooperative
groups of CAH2516 (Society and Performance), the
cultural festival had ended with rounds of applause.
All of these would not happen without the patient
guidance and support from Dr. Marianne \Wong
and Mr. Wong King Chung. We send our sincerest
gratitude to both of them, and also thank the
disinterested invited guests for showing up with their
tremendous performances. From the perspective of
the History and Cultural Heritage students, we will
be always thankful that the outcome has reached our
anticipation and prospectively it will be a porject
prototype in our future. Hope to see you all again at
the future cultural festivals!
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