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Claiming, Imagining, Reconstructing: An Analysis of 1990s Narratives and Ban Yu’s Early Works
Zou Jiangrui

Abstract : As a widely acclaimed young writer in recent years, Ban Yu often sets his works in
the backdrop of the 1990s, with his creations recognized as representative of "1990s
narratives". The relationship between Ban Yu's writing and the 1990s has become a heat topic
in academic research. This paper begins with the notion of the "unclaimed" 1990s and focuses
on Ban Yu's early works. By employing the concepts of "restorative nostalgia" and the
"dumbbell-shaped structure", it examines how Ban Yu uses imagining and reconstructing to

establish a literary path for the 1990s.
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